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May 8, 2023 
 

Technical Bulletin TB-2023-02 
I. Removal of Thermoplastic Membrane Coverboard Requirement  

 
On March 22, 2023 ARCA Warranty Ltd. approved the removal of the coverboard requirement for 
mechanically fastened, non-penetrating induction welded and fully adhered thermoplastic membranes.   
 

REMOVED Standards 
 
TP 5.1.6 
Mechanically fastened and fully adhered thermoplastic membranes of 60 mil thick or less shall be 
applied over a high-density polyisocyanurate insulation cover board (See 5.4 Insulation Cover 
Board) in a conventional insulated roof system. 
 
TP 6.1.2 
Mechanically Fastened and fully adhered thermoplastic membranes of 60 mil thick or less shall be 
applied over a high-density cover board in a conventional insulated roof system. (See TP 5.4.4 High 
Density Coverboard). 
 
REVISED Standard 
 
TP 5.4.1.1 
The insulation may be covered with an approved coverboard. 

 
Changes will be referenced in the ARCA Roofing Application Standards Manual. 

II. Revision to Inspection Requirements – Single Ply Roofing Membranes 
 
On March 22, 2023 ARCA Warranty Ltd. approved revisions to the frequency of inspection required for an 
ARCA Warranty Certificate for single ply membranes that exceed 700 square meters (75 squares) of roofing 
membrane installed in one day. 
 

Projects exceeding 929 square meters (100 squares) of roofing application daily require daily 
inspections for all single ply membrane systems.  All details and seams shall be inspected before 
being covered with ballast (if applicable). 

 
These changes will be in effect for jobs bid after May 22, 2023.  Changes will be referenced in the ARCA 
Accepted Inspectors Manual. 
  

http://www.arcaonline.ca/


 

ARCA Technical Bulletin TB-2023-02 
May 8, 2023 

2380 Pegasus Road NE,  
Calgary, Alberta T2E 8G8    

Telephone: (403) 250 – 7055 
Toll Free: 1-800-382-8515 

Fax: (403) 250-1702 
www.arcaonline.ca 

2 

 
III. 15-Year ARCA Insulation Securement Revision 
 
On March 22, 2023 ARCA Warranty Ltd. approved revisions to the 15-year ARCA Warranty Certificate 
insulation securement requirements.  Mechanically attached roofing systems (MARS) no longer require the 
first layer of insulation to be independently mechanically fastened to the wood or steel deck.  The 
requirement to independently mechanically fasten the first layer of insulation remains for all other systems. 
  

REVISED Standard 
EPDM 5.3.6 
TP 5.3.6 
MB 5.3.7 
 
To qualify for an ARCA 15 Year Warranty Certificate, each roof assembly shall consist of a minimum 
of two layers of insulation with a minimum thickness of 38mm (1 1⁄2”) for each layer.  The first layer 
of insulation shall be independently mechanically fastened to wood or steel decking for all adhesive 
applied roofing systems (AARS) and partially adhered roofing systems (PARS).  Mechanically 
attached roofing systems (MARS) do not require the first layer of insulation to be independently 
fastened to the steel or wood deck. When installed over a concrete deck, the first layer of insulation 
may be adhered with asphalt or an ARCA approved adhesive. Additional layers of insulation shall 
be either mechanically fastened, adhered using asphalt or adhered with an ARCA approved 
adhesive. 

 
Changes will be referenced in the ARCA Roofing Application Standards Manual. 
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